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34th Annual Delaware Water Gap Celebration of the Arts (COTA) 

Jazz Festival Celebrates Bob Dorough

The 34th annual Celebration of the Arts (COTA) jazz festival will once again be held in Delaware Water Gap, PA, on September 9-11, 2011. This year the festival is celebrating Bob Dorough. 

Bob Dorough, the legend who wrote and produced the original “Schoolhouse Rock” for ABC in the eighties, has long been a friend and contributor to COTA. When NEA jazz master and co-founder of the festival Phil Woods was asked why COTA chose to honor Bob at this year’s festival, he emphatically replied: “Let me count the ways! Turn to page 189 in the Encyclopedia of Jazz and prepare to be amazed! From music director for Sugar Ray to teaching America how to count with the celebrated series 'Multiplication Rock' to recording his Xmas song with Miles --come on, man! About time I say! And please - everyone go to the NEA web site and nominate this guy for a Jazz Master's award." 

Anyone who has ever heard “Three is a Magic Number” or “Elementary, My Dear” knows that Dorough has a unique voice and is captivating in a smooth, yet twangy way.  Dorough is a hipster straight from the bebop era and has a style so unique that he has been both revered and criticized over his 70+ year musical career.  His career began in the 1940’s and he is still composing, singing and playing the piano with the same zeal for life and music as back then. 

From touring with Sugar Ray Robinson (when he was an entertainer) to recording with Miles Davis, to composing ABC-TV’s Schoolhouse Rock Dorough has been amazing jazz fans for decades. Dorough has 21 albums to his name and many more as a sideman. He now resides in Pennsylvania and was honored with the Pennsylvania Governor’s Artist of the Year Award, an honorary doctorate of fine arts from East Stroudsburg University, and the Lehigh Valley Arts Council’s first Lifetime Achievement Award for Outstanding Creative Contributions to Arts-in-Education. He was also named to the Arkansas Jazz Hall of Fame. 
Introducing Dorough this year at the festival is one of Dorough’s personal friends, Emmy award winning television and accomplished film actor Peter Coyote. 

A thread of Dorough will be woven into the festival all weekend with other bands playing select tunes of Dorough’s and many special guests. Appearing for the first time with her own band this year is Grace Kelly, who has been honored for the third year in a row as  "Alto Saxophonist Rising Star" in the 2011 Annual Downbeat Magazine Critics Poll, and was also the winner of the “Jazz Artist of the Year” at the Boston Music Awards in 2008 and 2010. Her special guest will be NEA Jazz master Phil Woods. 

The extensive line-up also highlights NEA Jazz Master Dave Liebman, Urbie Green, Peggy Stern and Sweet Sue Terry, Zen for Primates, and two former COTA Cats returning to the festival as band leaders: saxophonist Jay Rattman and Vocalist Najwa Parkins. 

The festival begins on Friday night at the Dutot Museum at 6:00 PM with a musically themed art show and reception, and then is followed by theater, dance, poetry and classical music at the Presbyterian Church of the Mountain from 7:00 -9:30 PM (tickets are $10.00). The festival’s Main Stage kicks off at noon on Saturday with bands every hour until 9:00 PM, and then again on Sunday at 10:00 AM with a free Jazz Mass. The Main Stage jazz performances begin at 12:30 PM and continue until 8:30 PM. Tickets for one day are $25.00, $40.00 for a 2-day ticket (available on Saturday only). Students and seniors are $15.00 per day. Children between 5 and 12 years are $10.00 per day while those under 5 are free.

The 2011 COTA Jazz & Arts Festival runs from Friday night, September 9th, through Sunday evening, September 11th.  For more information, call (570) 424-2210, or visit http://www.cotajazz.org.  The Celebration of the Arts (COTA), an all-volunteer, not-for-profit, community-planned festival, is presented in cooperation with the Borough of Delaware Water Gap, Castle Hill Development, Inc., and the Delaware Water Gap Joint Toll Bridge Commission, and is recorded by Chiaroscuro Records.

SATURDAY Sept. 10, 2011

Noon – Peggy Stern & “Sweet” Sue Terry

1:00 – The After Hours Trio + One

 
2:00 – Jay Rattman Quartet

3:00 - JARO

4:00 – Stephanie Nakasian with the Hod O'Brien Quartet featuring Paul Hubbell

5:00 – Bob Dorough Himself

6:00 – The Bill Goodwin Experience

7:00 – “To Al and Zoot with Love” featuring Lew Del Gatto and Bob Keller

8:00 – Zen for Primates

SUNDAY Sept. 11, 2011
10:00 –Jazz Mass

12:30 – Go Trio + Jeannie Brooks


1:30 – COTA Cats Volume XXXI

2:30 – Urbie and Kathy Green with the Jesse Green Trio featuring John Jensen
3:30 – 3Spirit 

4:30 – David Liebman Group - 20th Anniversary

5:30 – Jerry Harris and Sweetlife
6:30 – Grace Kelly Quintet with Special Guest Phil Woods

7:30 – The Erin McClelland Band
